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Children-led "university' opens in Delhi

Aiming to develop cthical values among children, a umque "university of the children and by the children”™ was
today opened m the matiomal capital with an emphasis on sclf-lcaming.
The "Navjyoti Bal Gurukul, sct up n Kamala arca of North West dstrict by former IPS officer Kiran Bedr-led

Navjyoti India Foundation, would have "department of values™ instcad of regular departments of a varsity and the
children would be taught valucs of courage, honesty and service.

"It would cnable thousands of children, across sections of socicty to kam valucs of cthical keadership,™ said Bedi
who calied it a "merscry of cthical country kadership™.

"In the children- led gurukool mstead of regular departments, we'll ave departments of courage, health,
sangation, ntegrity and the vice-chancelors will be a young gl or a boy.” Bedi said.

The Vice Chancelior, Registrar and Department Heads for Self Govermance will be selected among youngsters
aged between 16-18 years

The Gurukul would have an annual leadershp programme where young boys and girk would be sclected on the
bass of mert and kadership qualitics.

"We the clders from the foundation will only serve as mengors and vohmteers and visting faculty m honorary
capacity to guxde them m ther endeavours n the year-long actvitics which will inchade sclf-tcaching, prayers,
value mculcation programmes.” she said. adding the idea s to teach them "team-building™ where "dong s
kamng™.

It would be an aficr-school programme so that students who wish to utilise ther time m character bulking and
keaming experience can do so, Bedi saxd.

She said she sees the gunukul as just a "sapling of'a Banyan tree™ where core values can be inculcated among the
children nght from inception.

"We nmust start carly before #'s too late. | sce this as a mursery of cthical country keadershp where values will
reign supreme. The scope s endless and Bke IGNOU this could in future be an online university,” Bedi said.

Navjyoti India Foundation, established in 1988, has been working with underserved communitics. Presently,

organisation works in resettiement colonics of north-west parts of Delhi namely Bawana and Jahangrpuri, and an
urbaniscd rural arca calicd Kamla and villages in Gurgaon district, Sohma Block, Haryana,
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