5 US engineers bring water closer to village homes
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Gurgaon: It wasn't long back that
the women of Abhaypur village had
to travel miles to fetch water for
their daily use
Like most villages around Gur
gaon. Abhaypur had a number of
defunct public taps and pipelines
that would fimction only accaskon
ally - sometimes just for an hour
in & whole day — for & population
of around 4,500 peopie
ive engineers from the
of Engineers With
a group

ter every day They have also con

store water in the tanks run on so-
lar panels set up by the group.
“We found out that one of the
most crucial problems here was ir-
regular and insufficient of
water as well as a total lack
age facility Our group, therefors,
began building four tanks of 2000
litres capacity each in the Govern-
ment Primary Girls Schoal in 2008.
We then continued the work in dif
ferent parts of the village since
then.” said Staniey Honk, a retired
mechanical engineer from Con-
necticut and the team mentor
The basic model followed by the
group was to extract water from
wells and taps that are working, and
turn it portabie by storing the wa-
ter in tanks of 2000 Litres and 5000
litres capacity The three major lo-
cations where the group installed
the tanks werv the girls’ school, the
harijans’ temple, and the potters’
colony
Being a small group with limit

¢
¢
ll"l"'l'h

engmeer
have uilt tanks 1 Abhaypur o store
about 20,000 Hres of water dally

thed up with EWB Hartford and has
one of their trained so-

started the work without hiring
labourers. “Onoe we took up a proj
ct, the villagers voluntarily offersd
to help. They were surprised and

" happy about the fact that a group of

foreigners were trying hard for
something that would eventually
benefit them. " said Jonathan Mead,
a geologist and project leader for
Abhaypur

The installation work for two
tanks was completed in ten days.
“When after days of hard work, the
water actually gushed into the
tanks, we wers overjoyed.” said Seth
Lentz. a member of EWB Hartford

Meanwhile, the maintenance of
the project remains the biggest chal-
lenge for the group as it's impera
tive that the villagers as well as
local NGOs chip in with repasr work
in case any of the machines stopped

working
The Navivotl Foundation has

cial lmﬂ.rrl o raise awareness

Somdutt added thal monetary
contribution will make the people
‘acrountabie for the project. as per
sonal possessions are much more
‘valued than something that comes
free

Rishibala. 3 teacher in the pri-
mary school. sald, “Barlier. the girls
used to stay in school just for the
mid day meal and then rush home
to help i the housshold chores. Now
that they don't have to fetch water



