 About SOURCE

SOURCE stands for Series On Understanding Research For Child Empowerment. The purpose of SOURCE is to research important issues related to children in general and children at work in particular so that the fruits of research may act as a source for any one interested in charity, welfare, development or empowerment of children – be it researchers, welfare workers or government. The SOURCE intends to influence policies and programmes through advocacy at macro level for which research acts as significant tool. It also intends to support on going action programme at micro level. The concept of child empowerment includes ensuring and assuring progressive concern arising out of charity or welfare or both to recognition and implementation of children’s rights for their well being with possible participation in decision making and developmental processes. SOURCE is an outcome of Navjyoti’s Research And Documentation Unit established under NORAD II Project.

SOURCE intends to help anyone or everyone interested in children’s issues anywhere or everywhere.

Child labour in Yamuna Pushta 2001

Child Labour in Yamuna Pushta is a document which proposes to analyze the situation of children living in the slums of Yamuna Pushta in general and prevalence of child labour in particular. It further attempts to understand the relationship between education and child labour.

CONDUCTED BY :

                               RESEARCH AND DOCUMENTATION UNIT


NAVJYOTI DELHI POLICE FOUNDATION

SUPPORTED BY :
THE ROYAL NORWEGIAN EMBASSY

RESEARCH TEAM

Research Consultant:
Dr. Sanjai Bhatt

Research Officer:
Neetu Sharma

Research Assistant:
Ajay Jha

Any part of this document may be copied, reproduced or adapted to meet the local needs without permission provided these are for free distribution or at cost, not for profit. We would appreciate being sent a copy of any material in which text or any material has been used. This edition can be improved with your help. If you have ideas or suggestions in which this document can be changed to meet your needs in a better way, you are most welcome to write to us. 

I. Introduction

We endorse the statement of National Initiative For Child Protection (NICP) that intervention for a child depends on a number of allied systems. These include the family, peer group, police, the health care systems, the judicial system, the education system, and all of us. The creation of a child friendly environment cannot be left to chance. Nor it can take place in an episodic manner. There is a need to co ordinate all these activities to make a concerted effort to secure the best interests of the child.
United Nations Convention on the Rights Of The Child (CRC) in its Article 3 says that in all actions concerning children; whether undertaken by public or private social welfare institutions, courts of law, administrative bodies, the best interest of the child shall be a primary consideration.
 

Children have been given significant importance in most of the societies. There are many known sayings in the regard. The literature is full of quotes. “The soul of the child is the loveliest flower that grows in the garden of god.” “ Children are the future of any nation as they are the most important asset of any nation” are a few exemplary sayings recognizing child’s significance. The society has praised the innocence of the children and vows to protect the vulnerability of children. It is the responsibility and duty of elder members of the society to nurture the children by providing them on healthy environment required for their fullest growth. However the phenomenon of millions of working children across the popular countries of Africa, Latin America and Asia is a signal of the societal failure to protect and nurture its greatest asset

It is unfortunate to notice that children are exploited in many forums and child labour is also a cruel forum of exploitation of children, which deprive them from many natural sides of childhood. Despite the constitutional safeguards, National Policy For Children and strong battery of central and state legislations, children are subject of exploitation in general and the problem of child labour is constantly increasing. The concept of child labour is not as simple and straightforward as it appears. The term child labour is used as a synonym for working children or employed children but the term “ work” and “labour” have been used interchanging and synonymously, although a studious critic discerns a semantic difference that has existed throughout. Both labour and work are borne out of the ubiquitous human needs to survive and much of the ambiguity centers around this commonality. Both labour and work are organized human response to design ways of securing resources and satisfying human needs for sustenance.

Child labour defines an extremely complex set or phenomenon. In many countries, part time work is a fact of life for many children and is neither exploitative nor detrimental to the child’s development. 

In combating child labour, it is necessary, therefore, to consider carefully its various forms, making a distinction between work and exploitation and analyzing the developmental and cultural contexts.
 Child labour is not confined to any part of the world or sector of the economy. On the contrary, it is global phenomenon and is quite pervasive both in time and space. Historically the institution of child worker has existed since time immemorial. Children have been helping and working with their parents and elders since long. This is how they have been gaining skills and learning their traditional family crafts without any formal training outside. Spatially it exists to some extent, in almost all corners of the world; the poor developing countries on the one hand and the rich developed countries on the other; the capitalist as well as the socialist countries. Secondly, it extends from family farm and domestic activities to large factories in the rural as well as the urban areas.

According to the Encyclopedia Of Social Work, child labour is a subset of child work, which implies that all child labour can be termed as child work but not the other way round. Certain work as a part of the process of socialization and which gives dignity, meaning and understanding to children’s lives are essential. The work as a direct fulfillment of the child’s natural abilities and creative potentialities is always conducive to his or her healthy growth. However, the product side definition of child labour is that any work within or outside the family that threatens the health and mental development of the child by denying him or her fundamental rights.Concern for working children (CWC), a Bangalore based group defines a “child laborer as a person who has not completed his/her fifteenth year of age and is working with or without wages/income on a part time or full time basis”. Others say that any child out of school is a child laborer. The Operation Research Group based in Baroda, India, gives the following definition,” a working child is one who was remunerated during the survey as a child falling within the age bracket and who is at remunerative work, may be paid or unpaid, and busy in any hour of the day within or outside the family….”

A decade ago, UNICEF determined that child labour is exploitative, if it involves:

Full time work at too early in age 

Too many hours spent working

Work that exerts undue physical, social or psychological stress

Work and life on the streets in bad conditions 

Inadequate pay

Work that hampers access to education

Work that undermines children’s dignity and self-esteem, such as slavery or bonded labour and sexual exploitation

Work that is detrimental to full social and psychological development.

2. Causes of child labour

It is widely agreed that exploitative child labour is strongly associated with poverty. The countries with the highest illiteracy rates, lowest school enrolment ratios and serious nutritive deficiencies are in general those that have the highest proportions of children working.

Various studies have mentioned macro and micro causes of child labour. It has been established that child labour perpetuates in vicious circle of poverty, backwardness, unemployment and social ignorance. Some of the causes may be mentioned here. However some of these findings are still a matter of debate.

· Work is a matter of survival for children of their families.

· Lack of availability and accessibility of education perpetuates child labour.

· The cost of education (sending the child to primary school) is more and there are many children in the school going age group.

· Child labour is less troublesome than that of adults, easy to control and direct.

· Social context in which children are born and brought up.

· Abundance in unorganized sector as lack of laws to check.

· Unemployment or underemployment of adults.
3.Magnitude of the problem

Child labour is a global phenomenon. Its magnitude and dimension however, vary widely from country to country. The obnoxious practice of child labour is widely prevalent in many of the third world countries such as India, china, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Brazil etc. Despite various measures undertaken by the govt. and the non govt. agencies to tackle the exploitation of children, India has come to acquire the dubious distinction of being the spring board of a largest concentration of child labour in the world. Every third household in India has a working child and every fourth child in the age group of 5 to 15 years is employed. While ILO puts the no. of child workers in India 44 million unofficial studies put the figure at around 100 million. Right now, child labour India is known to account for a quarter of India’s Gross National Product.

The human development report puts the figure of child labour in India any where between 14 and 100 million. Given the uncertainties of definition and the complexities of enumeration it is no wonder that estimates of child labour vary so greatly in India. Whatever, the nos. the problem is large and India is generally recognized as having a substantial number of child labour.

3.1 Child labour in Delhi 

Delhi has an estimated 10 million population, half of which lives in unauthorized slum clusters (2.1 million), notified slums (90,500), resettlement colonies (1.2 million), and slum tenements colonies (10,000). In 1086 unauthorized slum clusters, which are well known as Jhuggi jhopri clusters alone, approximately one fifth of the population of the capital lives. Most of the children of the slum inhabitants are employed in some form or the other.

According to one estimate there are nearly 4,00,000 child workers in Delhi, who comprise about 18% of the child population of the city. Out of them more than 1,50, 000 are street children. Among these child workers about 30,000 work in the 5000 registered and 25000 in unregistered tea shops and dhabas (road side eating places), about 20000 work in scooter and car repair shops, approximately 30000children are working as shop assistants and about 40000 work as laborers (agriculture, construction and coolies etc) (and nearly 100000 work as domestic servants either full time or part time.

We are on the threshold of the 21st century; still there is no end to the agony and evils of child labour in India. It is a matter of common sense that in all the metropolises of the country, children are involved in some economic activity, which makes them vulnerable, and expose them to different types of problems. Many of these activities affect their long-term physical and mental growth.

4. Yamuna Pushta:  A profile

The slums in Yamuna Pushta originated around twenty years ago on the bank of river Yamuna. Located behind Red Fort and next to Vijay Ghat, it is stated to be one of the largest and fastest growing as well as one of the dirtiest slums in Delhi. Having a population of more than 1 lakh 75 thousand, a vast majority of the population has been staying in this area for 10 years or more (66.2%). Migration is a fact in Yamuna Pushta, but such a high proportion of sedentary population is a clear indicator of the fact that the rate of in- migration far exceeds the rate of out – migration. 

Cultural plurality remains a fact in Yamuna Pushta. It has predominantly Muslim Population (78.7%). The area has a very high rate of illiteracy (77.1%). Where survival is the basic question, the need for education does take a back seat. This causes perpetual ignorance, compounding misery in all walks of their lives. The population comprises of mostly migrant, semi skilled and unskilled laborers from adjoining states. Bangladeshi refugees also live in the area. Although 2/3rd of the population has employment throughout the month and a majority of them are able to earn upto Rs. 100 per day, their quality of life remains poor as they have to meet the needs of a large family and cost of living, even it be a slum in a metropolis, is very high. Majority of the families have more than five dependent members. 

About 50% of the residents of Yamuna Pushta have norm of 1 –3 children. Average number of children per family is 3.55. 66.9% of the families are having more than 4 family members. Average family size is 5.63. Family planning is not a concern for the residents of this area. This could be because of a predominantly Muslim population wherein unrestricted reproduction is sanctioned by their religion. To an extent, this is also because of their ignorance about the benefits of a small family. The dictum of “ more children means more working hands means more income” further adds to the population pressure. All this leads to a very poor quality of life as the needs far exceeds the resources. Most of the parents are not interested in educating their children and the attitude is common. There had been no government school in the area until recently, when an MCD school was opened at the initiative of Navjyoti. While most of the children living are engaged in activities like rag picking, many are found begging and even peddling drugs to supplement their family income. Moreover, these children are very vulnerable and have to bear all kinds of exploitation including physical abuse. The women of the area are generally housewives, most of them as domestic helps to supplement family income. Alcoholism and drug abuse is a way of life. Domestic violence is a natural corollary. Family is a much-neglected unit. Women and children are the worst sufferers.

6. Child labour in Yamuna Pushta

The document is derived from the benchmark survey that was undertaken by Navjyoti Delhi Police Foundation in the year 2000 –2001.The survey was conducted in the slums of Yamuna Pushta during the month of February 2001.The survey describes and analyses the socio economic conditions, the problems, needs and requirements etc of the natives of Yamuna Pushta and establishes benchmarks for different aspects. 

6.1 Objectives

The objective of the survey was to collect information on various aspects of life and living in the slum community at Yamuna Pushta, the state of knowledge/usage of programmes and services of different nature and to set benchmarks in relation to proposed interventions in Yamuna Pushta community for a longer time.

Since the sole aim of the whole project is to eradicate child labour in the target area, an attempt was also made through the survey to gauge the nature and extent of child labour in the project area.

6.2 Methodology

6.2.1 Nature and scope: The benchmark survey was based on a scientifically designed methodology. The study was exploratory and descriptive in nature. Interview schedule was largely used to obtain measures on different indicators. Focused Group Discussion was mainly used for adding qualitative data. Since one of the purposes of the survey was to help in effective monitoring of the programme being implemented in the target area of Yamuna Pushta, it focused mainly on the knowledge, accessibility, affordability etc. of the services being provided through the organization. The findings in turn were used for effective monitoring and evaluation of the programme during the implementation years. Since the findings would be having a bearing on more than 5000 children and their families living in the slums of Yamuna Pushta, the survey covered socio economic, demographic, sector specific information of the services and respondents’ satisfaction, basic civic amenities, child labour and other issues.

6.2.2 Universe: The universe of the study comprised of 5801 families living in Sanjay Amar colony. Sanjay Amar colony is divided into seven bastis  -Bengali basti, Rajasthani basti, Bihari basti, Dholak basti, Pushta, dhobi ghat and neem tala. 

6.2.3 Sampling: Sampling is the process of selecting representative sample from the universe, as sample is a small; select representative part of the universe. A random sample of 10% of the estimated number of families was drawn by using Simple Random Method. As at the time of survey 5801 families were residing in Sanjay Amar Colony, every tenth house was selected. Accordingly 578 families were chosen for the purpose of the survey. Trained investigators approached either the head of the family or his wife or any other adult family members who were able to respond. As mentioned earlier, Sanjay Amar colony is divided into seven bastis and each basti varies in size and composition, the sample size taken from these seven bastis was in proportion to the overall population (household units) of that basti.

Thus, the basti/area having a larger population had a larger sample size and the basti with a relatively smaller population had a smaller sample size. This was done to ensure that the sample has spread over the entire geographical area under the project. Even within the basti the respondents were spread over the entire basti. Of 578 household units /families selected for sample, investigators could contact 538 families. After preliminary checking, incomplete or half-filled schedules were dropped. Finally 511 respondents constituted the sample.
7. MAJOR FINDINGS ON CHILD LABOUR

Throughout the length and breadth of India in rural and urban areas one can find children involved in hazardous work. But the maximum amount of child labour is absorbed by the unorganized sectors in urban areas especially in metropolis like Delhi. A majority of these children are living in the slum clusters of the capital. Yamuna Pushta is one of the largest slum clusters with high concentration of child labour in Delhi.

7.1 Life and living of children: Children living in Yamuna Pushta whether working or non-working have their own way of life. Their life is influenced by the socio cultural environment they live in. People living in different bastis are guided by very strong traditions and cultures, which influence the life of children in a significant way. For instance, residents of Dholak bastis are mostly involved in making drums. They also involve their children in learning the traditional occupation at a very early age and as the children are expected to follow the same occupation, role of education is underplayed. Similarly, in Rajasthani bastis drinking is a commonly accepted norm. Thus drinking and gambling by children in the company of elders is an accepted norm. Begging is their main occupation so the children are in fact expected to do it.

Crime of all sorts is very rampant in the community. All the conceivable vices have become the order of the day.  A large section of male adults in the community are averse to work. Easy money is what they want. Crime is one such source. When that does not suffice, children become the next source. Under these conditions, the child is compelled to work out of compulsions of food and hunger. Their habits are also one of the important factors compelling the child to work. People living in Bengali and Dholak bastis have the habit of cooking food only at night. Thus even if the food is finished, its not cooked more than once in a day and children are supposed to fend for themselves. Women in the Bengali Bastis also go for work. Thus children are left alone in the house to manage on their own, so they either indulge in Rag picking or go for begging.

Most of the people in the community are daily wage earners unskilled or semi skilled. Owing to their insecure occupation children are used as an additional means of earning. Thus with so many children involved in one or other kind of economic activity, paid or unpaid, people do not find it unusual for the small child to work and accept it as a normal way of life. This is the reason due to which cases of child labour are so highly underreported.

7.2 Demographic characteristics: Data presented in table1 indicates that there were 59.2 percent children between the age group pf 5 to 9 years whereas the rest (40.8 percent) were in the age group of 10 –14 years. Sex wise analysis of the children in the sample reveals: males outnumber females (466 girls for 494 boys), which means a little higher percentage of boys than girls.

Table 1:  Age And Sex Of The Children Up To 14 Years Of Age

	Years
	Sex
	Total
	Percentage

	
	Males
	%
	Females
	%
	
	

	5 – 9
	290
(57.06)
	58.70
	278
(48.94)
	59.66
	568
	59.2

	10 ( 14
	204
(52.04)
	41.30
	188
(47.96)
	40.34
	392
	40.8

	Total
	494
(51.46)
	
	466
48.54)
	
	960
	


Figures in brackets are row percentage.

Considering the age of children who have yet to complete the age of eighteen years (table 2), there are two trends that emerge.

1. The number of females was more than boys (58.02percent against 41.98 percent girls)

2. The composition of the sample population slows towards girls (50% girls and 49.54% boys). A careful examination of data has revealed that the imbalance in ratio has started fifteen years ago and it is sharper in the younger age groups.

Table 2: Age And Sex Of The Children Up To 18 Years Of Age

	Years
	Sex
	Total
	%

	
	Males
	%
	Females
	%
	
	

	5-9
	290
(51.06)
	48.66
	278
(48.94)
	45.80
	568
	47.2

	10-14
	204
(52.04)
	34.23
	188
(47.34)
	30.97
	392
	32.6

	15-18
	102
(41.98)
	17.11
	141
(58.02)
	23.23
	243
	20.2

	Total
	596
(49.54)
	
	607
(50.46)
	
	1203
	


Note: figures in brackets indicate row percentages

We further made an attempt to analyze sex wise distribution of children up to 18 years of age living under different bastis. (See table 3) The number of girls has been found more in Bengali basti, Pushta, Dholak basti, and Neem Tala. Whereas in Rajasthani basti, Bihari basti, and dhobi ghat number of boys has been more. If we correlate the cultural background vis a vis, gender options / bias of the majority residents of these basti, the preference for ‘male’ are more prevalent in Rajasthani, Bihari, Dhobi (largely migrants from U.P.) in comparison to Bengalis or Muslims.

Table 3: Basti Wise Distribution –Male Female Children

	
	Sex
	Total
	%

	
	Males
	%
	Females
	%
	
	

	Bengali
	167
(45.38)
	28.02
	201
(54.62)
	33.11
	368
	30.60

	Rajasthani
	39
(51.32)
	6.54
	37
(48.68)
	6.09
	76
	6.32

	Pushta
	31
(46.97)
	5.20
	35
(53.03)
	5.77
	66
	5.49

	Bihari
	195
(54.17)
	32.72
	165
(45.83)
	27.18
	360
	29.93

	Dholak
	51
(41.80)
	8.5
	71
(58.20)
	11.70
	122
	10.14

	Dhobi
	96
(55.49)
	16.11
	77
(44.51)
	12.69
	173
	14.38

	Neem tala
	17
(44.74)
	2.85
	21
(55.26)
	3.46
	38
	3.16

	Total
	596
(49.54)
	
	607
(50.46)
	
	1203
	


Figures in bracket are row percentage

7.3 Literacy: literacy is one of the major assumptions in our development oriented activities and plan of actions. We consider literacy as the first step for education. Age wise analysis has been attempted in table 4 which shows 93.5% children are literate and only 6.5% children are illiterate which means they had never gone to any school. Hence it excludes drop out children as well as those who have received or are receiving literacy /education from any formal or non-formal mechanism. If children up to 18 years of age are taken into consideration (see table 5), the scenario shows a drastic change. Almost one-fifth (20.6percent) children are illiterate in the age group of 15 to 18 years. Consequently, the number of children who had never gone to school (illiterate) has increased from 6.5 percent to 9.3 percent.

Table 4: Literacy Among Children Up To 14 Years Of Age

	Years
	Literacy
	Total
	%

	
	Illiterate
	%
	Literate
	%
	
	

	5 ( 9
	24
(4.2)
	38.7
	544
(95.8)
	60.6
	568
	59.2

	10 ( 14
	38
(9.7)
	61.3
	354
(90.3)
	39.4
	392
	40.8

	Total
	62
(6.5)
	
	898
(93.5)
	
	960
	


Figures in brackets are row percentages.

Comparing the number of illiterate in different age groups data shows that there are only 4.2 percent in 5-9 years of age group, whereas 20.6 percent are illiterate in the age group of 15 –18. By implication, the facilities of education or younger children have improved in recent years. Also it may be said that efforts like Gali School and non-formal school are useful in this regard.

Table 5: Literacy Among Children Up To 18 Years Of Age

	Years
	Literacy
	Total
	%

	
	Illiterate
	%
	Literate
	%
	
	

	5 - 9
	24
(4.2)
	21.4
	544
(95.8)
	49.6
	568
	47.2

	10 - 14
	38
(9.7)
	33.9
	354
(90.3)
	32.3
	392
	32.6

	15 -18
	50
(20.6)
	44.6
	193
(79.4)
	17.6
	243
	20.19

	Total
	112
(9.3)
	
	1,097
(90.7)
	
	1,203
(100)
	


Figures in brackets show row percentages.

In table 6, educational status of children up to 18 years of age has been presented basti wise. The data confirm our earlier conclusion that there are better facilities and availability of education for younger children.

Out of 1203 children, 112 children have never gone to school and 46 children have different education between middle pass to intermediate. A large number of respondents had mentioned education but the respondents could not classify the class or status. Despite this, 245 children are primary pass and 232 children are attending non-formal school. As many as 64 children have been studying in formal school.

Table 6: Education Of Children Up To 18 Years Of Age (Basti Wise Distribution)

	
	Bengali
	Rajasthani
	Pushta
	Bihari
	Dholak
	Dhobi
	Neem tala
	Total

	Never gone to school
	31
	16
	-
	64
	-
	-
	1
	112

	Attending formal school
	15
	4
	6
	15
	10
	5
	-
	64

	Attending non formal school
	68
	14
	21
	86
	11
	19
	13
	232

	Madarsa
	3
	-
	-
	8
	1
	-
	-
	12

	Primary pass
	65
	5
	5
	100
	21
	44
	5
	245

	Middle pass
	5
	4
	4
	8
	10
	4
	3
	36

	Metric pass
	2
	1
	-
	2
	2
	-
	-
	7

	Inter 
	1
	-
	1
	1
	-
	-
	-
	3

	Educated but not able to express
	176
	32
	29
	78
	67
	101
	74
	492

	Total
	368
	76
	66
	380
	122
	173
	173
	1203


Though basti-wise analysis does not indicate any clear trend but it points out two trends. First Bengali and Bihari basti have high number of children never gone to school as well as those who are getting education are equally on higher side. Secondly, there is an insignificant minority having education more than metric pass in all bastis  In nutshell, the outreach to education has increased and many children have at least attended school/classes.

7.4 Working/non-working children: we have made attempt to find out the number of children who are working and those who are not working.

Table 7: Working And Non Working Children Up To 14 Years Of Age

	Years
	Work status
	Total
	%

	
	Working
	%
	Non working
	%
	
	

	5 – 9
	38
(6.7)
	40.0
	530
(93.3)
	61.3
	568
(93.3)
	59.2

	10 – 14
	57
(14.5)
	60.0
	335
(85.5)
	38.7
	392
(85.5)
	40.8

	Total
	95
(9.9)
	
	865
(90.1)
	
	960
	


Figures in brackets are row percentages.

Our efforts have been highly under reported, as people (respondents) were aware “not to say that children are working”. Despite this constraint, it has been reported that one out of 10 is a working child. Age wise analysis reveals lesser number of working children (6.7%) in 5-9 years. But this trend has shown a high increasing trend. In the age group 10 –14 years, the percentage of working children has become more than double (14.5%). This has further multiplied two times (28.5%) in the age group of 15 –18 years of age.

Table 8: Working And Non Working Children Up To 18 Years Of Age 

	Years
	Work status
	Total
	%

	
	Working
	%
	Non working
	%
	
	

	5 – 9
	38
(6.7)
	23.0
	530
(93.3)
	51.1
	568
(93.3)
	47.2

	10 – 14
	57
(14.5)
	34.5
	335
(85.5)
	32.3
	392
(85.5)
	32.6

	15 –18
	70
(28.8)
	42.4
	173
(71.2)
	16.7
	243
(71.2)
	20.2

	Total
	165
(13.7)
	
	1038
(86.3)
	
	1203
(86.3)
	


Figures in brackets are row percentages.

It may be mentioned that many respondents did not consider boys or girls working inside house or in domestic work as working children. For them, only wage earners are working children.

7.5 Manifestations of child labour

Child labour in the community is manifested in the following forms:

1. Street work

2. Domestic work 

3. Work for the family

4. Industrial work

5. Working in small establishments

6. Children out of school /doing nothing

1. Street work – Majority of the children who are working in the community fall in this category. Rag picking, begging, shoe shine, vendors, are different kinds of work children are occupied with. These children may or may not be going to school. Some of them are full time workers while others do it after school. Rag pickers mostly go to nearby places like Jama Masjid, Yamuna bazaar, Darya Ganj etc to look for iron and other kinds of scrap and sell them in the community for a very nominal sum. Begging is another area, which requires attention.  Most of the children who are involved in begging are not doing so because of economic hardship.  Parental and peer pressure, hunger and greed are the main reasons for this. Even children going to school were found to be begging in the nearby temples and masjid. The involvement of children in this is to such an extent that attendance in schools becomes lesser on the days when there is a greater chance of earning money or getting food, such as on days having special religious significance. As far as shoeshine is concerned, many children leave the community at around 8. 30 a.m.  holding their box of equipments, sitting whole day in the nearby areas under the sun and working hard to earn a living. Same is the case for vendors who are mostly involved in making puff rice, selling eatables within or outside the community. The children working in/on the streets usually dislike the work that they are doing for one reason or the other. 

2. Domestic work – This type of work is not recognized by most of the people in the community or  even by the teachers as a form of child labour. A large number of children especially girls are involved in making mala (necklace), glass bangles at home, receiving 50 paisa for each bangle. They find it an easy way of making money. Mothers or elder siblings who actually get the work from middlemen take the help of their children in this work so that the production can be increased as the payment is according to the total pieces made. Children sit together and chat and keep on making pieces after pieces. This kind of work although is not apparently affecting the child in a significant way, yet its effect on the child’s fingers and eyesight are profound. More over the time child has for studying or recreation is spent in this. Another form of domestic work in which children, especially girls, are involved is assisting their mothers and elder siblings working as domestic maids. Young girls especially in Bengali basti accompany mothers to assist them in the work. This form is also not considered as child labour by most of the community people.

3. Work for the family – Many of the children are reported to be working in their own shops or small dhabas. This type of work has been kept in a separate category as a large majority of children are involved in this work and the community people are unable to understand it as a form of child labour. Children help their parents in running this business, either on a full time basis or after the school hours Some children especially those who are working full time start early in the morning and work till late night usually till 10 or 11 o’ clock at night. They work for the whole day in a small ,ill ventilated, dingy  room and since it’s  their own work ,they never realize it as being harmful in any way.

4. Industrial work – Some children of the community also go to work in nearby small establishments such as dyeing, printing and other manufacturing units. These are the groups of children who leave early in the morning and come back late evening. If one happens to visit the community during early hours in the morning, s/he would see groups of children carrying their lunch boxes and going to work. This is the group of children with whom intervention is required most since contacting them is difficult and at the same time the effects on their health would be the maximum. Also they are usually working under compulsion. This is also the group, which is left out from most of the intervention programmes.

5. Work in small shops / restaurants – Many children are also found working in shops, restaurants within or outside the community. They are found to be working as rag pickers, as helps in garment shops and at small dhabas etc. Some even go to Gandhi Nagar and Darya Ganj for work. The work conditions in these shops are usually detrimental to the growth and development of these children as most of these shops are located within the unhygienic conditions of the community itself. In addition, the employers also subject those children to ill treatment.

6. Children out of school / doing nothing –Lastly a large majority of children are also found in this category who are either not going to school or who do nothing. These children are also included in child labour as although they have reported against their involvement in any form of child labour, there is a great possibility of their involvement in some kind of work or the other Some of them were actually found to be either learning a skill in a garage or scooter repairing to mention a few. Some of them were even coin divers who would jump in the river Yamuna to collect money quite often. They are included in the category of child labour as at the age at which they should be in school they are not and secondly, because of their proneness to deprivation of their child rights. Even if they are not working as child labour it is very likely that they would be sooner than later converted into child labour. 

5. Navjyoti’s Approach to child labor
There is no denial that everyone wants complete eradication of child labour as early as possible. There is also truth that no magic stick can eliminate child labour in a day. It needs social commitment, political will, economic support and favorable environment. International community is committed for reducing child labour in progressive manner. NORAD has expressed his commitment for children trapped in vicious circle of poverty, survival, work and exploitation.

Navjyoti Delhi police foundation believes in integrated strategies as effective means of reduction of child labour in urban slum. It believes that investment in primary education is an important means to reduce child labour. We at Delhi police foundation believe that a child who is not going to school is a part of child labour force in one way or the other. Therefore, we believe that investments in primary education will free the children from work and economic activities either in home or outside. This approach is more likely to benefit girls who are silent victims of the system and are unconsciously exploited by their own parents. Beside this approach, Navjyoti Delhi police foundation believes to create an environment in which other stakeholders and institutions have to contribute their work in reduction of child labour. As a part of integrated strategy, four fold mechanisms has been evolved for the involvement of women, for training youth and adults, for creating alternative employment and for evoking community participation in awareness generation against indifference, ignorance and inaction.

The trends that emerge from the survey indicates two facts: a growing population of children and different age groups characterized by different demographic characteristics, literacy rate and nature of work.

The data, therefore, helped the organisation to analyze the ongoing action programmes and the strategies adopted to achieve the objectives.

It can be implied that the best way of dealing with the issue is to catch the children young at the preprimary age because this is the stage when they are not yoked into familial responsibilities and we can inculcate in them the inclination to study so that they prepare themselves better for the mainstream education later, rather than wean them away from it t the slightest hint of hardships. In other words, education at an early age secures their future against deprivations and at the same time adds meaning to their childhood. It is also seen that investment in education particularly primary education is an important means to reduce child labour.

Following this strategy we have been able to make some differences, which is reflected from high rate of literacy i.e. 96% in the young age group. We have been able to reduce the illiteracy to 4.2% in the age group 5 9 years by emphasizing on primary and preprimary education in the area.

The number of children being provided education has gone up in all the educational programmes over the years. More and more children are being covered through these programmes and effort is to provide them with quality education which in turn has either reduced the incidence of child labour significantly or atleast helped to reduce the number of working hours to a great extent. 
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