STATUS OF WOMEN IN SOHNA BLOCK : A STUDY

NATURE AND SCOPE: Descriptive study was planned to assess the status of women in the villages. The findings of the study in turn were utilized to deliver quality services in all the villages where Navjyoti carrying out various development programmes.

OBJECTIVES

· To understand objectively the status of women in the rural setting.

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES
· To gain an insight into the forces that inter play in assigning a particular status to women.

· To understand the problem that women face in their day to day life.

· To identify the needs of women so that efficacy of the existing programmes could be improved and other intervention programmes based on realistic and need based planning could be developed.

METHODOLOGY
UNIVERSE OF THE STUDY: All the project areas of Navjyoti i.e. 26 villages are covered to collect data.

SAMPLING: A representative random sample of 108 women was taken up to cover the universe of 26 villages. Thus, from each village, 4 women were randomly approached for responses. Four questionnaires were pre-tested which were also included in the final sample. To obtain a comparative view of things, a total of 54 male respondents were additionally included in the sample. To lend greater quality and horizon to the data, 26 teachers working with Navjyoti were also included as respondents. Thus, the final sample comprised 108 respondents.

TOOLS:

Interview schedule was administered to collect data.

MAJOR FINDINGS

DEMOGHRAPHY

· Of the total population of 108 households, 53.5% were females and 46.5% were males 

· Average family size- 8.5

· Average age of females-20 years

· Average no. of females per family-4


EDUCATION

· 25% of the females were reported to be illiterate. 7% are in the non-school going age.

· 64% have studied upto different levels in school. 

· Only 4% have attained higher education
EMPLOYEMENT

· Only12 percent of women are in the work force

· Out of this 67% are into unorganized sector.

· 93% expressed desire to take up skilled vocations
MARRIAGE

· Average age of marriage for girls-19.05 years. Prevalence of practice of dowry being reported by 97% of the respondents.

· 85% accepted it to be a problem-causing factor in marriage.

PROBLEMS

· 92% of the respondents reported domestic violence as a common phenomenon

· 65% of the respondent reported of alcohol being sold in their village.
· 72% told all age group to be involved in drinking.
· 93% feel that it affects family atmosphere

GENDER ROLES

· 40% of the respondents were mainly engaged in household chores

WOMEN IN PANMCHAYAT

· 87% were aware of female members in Panchayat.

· 55.5% believed that members are not efficient
LIFE IN THE VILLAGES

There are 75 villages in the Sohna Block out of which 26 are presently being covered under different intervention programmes of Navjyoti. Each village comprises of approximately 1500 – 2000 household units. The villages have a distinct way of life typical of the rural setting whereby customs and traditional values have a strong hold. Life revolves around traditional patriarchal norms wherein roles are being allocated to men and women not only in accordance with the biological functions but also according to the values prescribed to them. Dominating and controlling social functions are prescribed for the males whereas supportive functions are the purview of the females.

In spite of large distances among these villages’ life seemed to be more or less homogeneous. There is a set routine being followed by different sections of population in the villages. Men folk are mostly involved in earning either through service or working in the field. Women folk on the other hand are fulfilling a wide range of responsibilities namely household chores, working in the field, helping men in the other agriculture related activities and looking after children etc. Children besides going to school too help the elders in agriculture activities. This agriculture comes out to be the primary activity consuming most of the time of the village folk.

STATUS OF WOMEN

Women in the villages have accepted their roles as home caretakers and seemed to be more or less contended with the roles assigned to them by the societal norms. However, problems like alcoholism, dowry, and domestic violence are widely prevalent, which were found to be detrimental to the status of women in these villages.

As far as their educational status goes, once again both positive and negative factors were found to be interplaying. Owing to their traditions and patriarchy girls are being restricted from getting higher education. However, a change has been observed in this regard whereby importance of education is being realized and the need to make women financially independent is sought as a solution for gaining respect in the eyes of men folk.

Women’s participation in the organized workforce was found to be negligible. Even though they were involved in a wide range of activities, their involvement in productive work was diminished. A very small percentage was found to be involved in workforce and that too mostly in the unorganized sector. Therefore this area calls for immediate attention.

Same was the case regarding women’s participation in political front. Although representation in the panchayat was there owing to the provisions in the 73rd Amendment Act, articulation of women’s interest and even their importance in decision making in matters of panchayat was marginalized. Although they attributed it to lack of awareness and illiteracy, men were mainly holding male dominance responsible for it. Thus a lot of factors namely illiteracy, ignorance and male dominance etc. were found to be hindering them to play active role in political front. 

As far as atrocities go, dowry, domestic violence, alcoholism were the problems that women were found to be facing. All these problems were very rampant and women in the village are facing their direct implications. Although women reacted strongly on these issues, yet there was a sense of acceptance among them. They even talked about different ways of dealing with these issues but when it came to eradication of all these, they projected to be helpless. Once again need to have higher education and financial independence were the ways seen by them as ways of solving the problems.

Two major factors that came out to be responsible for assigning the particular status to women are prevalent gender system and lack of awareness among women.

Thus, although an evident discontent was not very apparently expressed by women with respect to their status, it can be concluded that owing to the prevalence of various problems, customs, norms and traditional values like dowry, low levels of education for girls, domestic violence, alcoholism, low performance in panchayat, low and unequal distribution in the workforce etc status of women in the villages cannot stated to be satisfactory. It further highlights the fact that there is a great scope of intervention. It is also encouraging that a positive attitude was reflected among both men and women with regard to learning and acquiring new skills as a tool in improving the status of women. The skills in turn would go a long way in not only improving their status and bringing them at par with men folk but also enable them to actively participate in the developmental process.

EMERGING NEEDS
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Education

Education has to be used as an agent of basic change in the status of women. Girls in the village are being provided just the “optimal level” of education, which is more related with the status of the family and as an eligibility factor in the content of marriage. But, they are now increasingly realizing importance of higher education as a vital tool for improving their participation in the developmental process. Problems like non-availability of higher education, quality schools and attitudes of people are stated to be faced by the women in attaining higher education.

Thus the approach calls for an integrated effort and a need to provide access to different types of education. Efforts have to be directed in not only making them literate but also imparting education and skills, which has remunerative value.
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Imparting Vocational Skills

Women’s representative in the workforce was found to be low. Even women who were involved were mostly found to be working in the unorganized sector. One of the reasons could be that when they enter the field of employment owing to better skills, training and competence males are better equipped than the females. Thus it becomes imperative to impart those vocational skills among women, which go a long way in not only providing remunerative value but also bringing them at par with men.

Prevalence of problems like domestic violence, alcoholism, dowry further necessitates the need to generate such options for women which help in making them financially independent so that economic dependence on men, which is one of the main reasons for women to bear such atrocities can be dealt with.
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Sensitization 

The problem that the women in the villages are facing had a lot to do with the attitudes of people. An Attitudinal change in the community does not come easily or quickly. It takes a long time and persistent efforts. Thus it becomes imperative to sensitize the community about gender related issues as well as on different atrocities that women face in their day-to-day life.
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Specific intervention for specific issues

Prevalence of atrocities on women such as domestic violence, alcoholism, dowry, etc. was found to be very rampant. It is henceforth required to direct the efforts to specific spheres to combat the concrete impact of these issues.
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Political empowerment 

The under representations of women in the electoral process is a serious impediment to achievement of her real equality. It has always been the contention that equality in all spheres is inseparable from active political participation and is integral to the progress of all women.

As it was observed that in spite of having a satisfactory representation in panchayat, articulation of women member in decision-making was negligible. Thus in order to get the elected women to function effectively and safe guard the interest of the village and in particular of women and children, adequate training and authority have to be provided to them by continuous motivation and training programmes in corpora ting social and political issues.

